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Abstract 
 
 Hope College class of 1942; University of Michigan (M.A.); 
executive director of the Ottawa County Chapter of the American Red 
Cross; appointed the executive secretary of the RCA Board of Domestic 
Missions in 1953; elected vice-president of the Synod in 1991 and its 
first woman president in 1992; elected president of the Holland Classis 
of the RCA in 1997.  Collection contains articles by Marcus, 
biographical material, correspondence and papers relating to the term of Dr. Beth E. Marcus as 
president of the General Synod, Reformed Church in America (RCA), 1992-1993. 
 
Accession No:  W97-1219 
Provenance:  Beth E. Marcus 
Donor:   Beth E. Marcus 
Processed by:  John H. Maassen, March 1999 
 
Biography 
 
 Beth Eileen Marcus was born in Holland, Michigan, on May 3, 1920.  She spent the bulk 
of her career as an executive in the Reformed Church in America, although she was baptized as 
an infant in the Christian Reformed Church.  She graduated from Holland High School in 1938 
and from Hope College in 1942.  She earned a master’s degree at the University of Michigan and 
did work toward a Ph.D. at New York University.  She was honored with an honorary LL.D. 
from her alma mater.   
 During her high school and college years, Marcus was a very active volunteer in the 
American Red Cross.  After a year of teaching in Fenton, Michigan, at the age of 23, she became 
the executive director of the Ottawa County Chapter of the American Red Cross.  This was the 
period of World War II and the Korean War, and the involvement of the Red Cross grew by leaps 
and bounds.  In 1953, she was appointed the executive secretary of the RCA Board of Domestic 
Missions.  She spent the rest of her active career as an executive in various denominational 
positions for the RCA.  She retired in 1986. 
 In 1989, Marcus was elected as an elder at Third Reformed Church in Holland.  In 1991, 
as a delegate of Classis Holland to General Synod, she was elected vice-president of the Synod.  
In 1992, she became the first woman in the long history of the Reformed Church to be elected 
president of the General Synod.  In 1997, she was elected president of the Holland Classis of the 
RCA. 
 Beth E. Marcus died on October 10, 2006, in Holland, Michigan. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The collection is composed of correspondence and papers relevant to her term as 
president of the General Synod of the Reformed Church in America from 1992-1993.  It is of 
particular significance in that it reflects the attitude of the church toward women in church 
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leadership, deals with denominational issues of the period, and vividly demonstrates the amount 
of energy expended in exercising the office. 
 
Container List 
 
 Articles, 1954-1982 
 Biographical, 1962-2006 
 Correspondence, Role as Synod President, 1992-1994 (8 folders) 
 Honors and Awards, 1993 
 News Clippings re-election, 1992 
